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NSC BRIEFING 31 July 1957
COMMUNISTS GAINS IN INDONESIA

1. Compunists have registered spectacular gains in recent local
slections in Jave,

A. In central Java elections on 17 July {for provincial council,
26 of 2B digtrict councils and several smnicipal councils),
with sbout 909 of vote counted, Communists well in the lead,
1. They have 4 to 2 edge over nearest rivals--Rationalistse,

who won in '55--with Moslem parties trailing,
8, Communists made significant gains in rural districts vhere
not previously stroug.

B, Bwiag to left was also apparsat in Djakarta municipal elections
on 22 June, vhere Communists incressed their vote by 40% over
1855 despite smaller turn-out,

1. Taey rose from a poor fourth to strong second bekind
Masjumi,

II. Communist success dne to energetic, well-fimanced campaigning,

A, Other important factors have been Communist identificstion with
Preoaident Sukarno and his concept of "guided democracy,”
tatter refused to support Nationalists as he did in *85,

IX1I. Momentum built mup se result of Djakarta aad Central Java voting
apparently has sided Communists in Esst Java elections {20 July)
and will stand them in good stead in West Java (10 August) sand
Jogjakarta--a sultanate having provincial status & tiﬂ& in
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A. Cosmunizts vigorous in all these sress, and probably will

B. Bast and West Juva areas, however, will test cspacity of
Communints ¢ win in Noalem stromghclds,

1. Ia *S5 Nadhlatul Ulama (NU) wom 2 subetastial plurality in
East Javs defeating mecond place Commanists by more than
s million votesn, '

2. 1In Fest Java, Masjumi's wisaing vote was more than double
that of Comsupists, who finished third behiad Matioualists,

C. Earliest fragmeantary returns from East Javk cities--shers
Cossunists knowe to bs stong--put thes well iz lead,

Best that can be said sbout slections is that Communimts wiil not

gain imssdiate coatrol cver aress in which they won since the

various councils are only sdvisory to gowernors appoiated by

Diaknrixn,

&, Communists, severtheless, will Inve gained enormoms prestige
throughont Java.

B. They will undewbtedly ewert iscreasisg influeace over village
Resdmen, the "grass roots" séminimtrators who usually deliver
the vetem,

C. Iz sddition, Commmists will be ia a greatly lmproved positioa
to iafiltrate local military and police establishments.

9. In any svent, Communist victories in Java will make dissidents
in Busatrs and Celebes more veluctant thua ever to cose to
terns with ceniml gov't,

Bost serious development mey De that Suksrne will interpret

slections to mesn that Indosesian people want Communist-style
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Bince his tours last year of USSR snd Communist China,
Sukerno's policies and sctions have markedly advanced
Communist influence in Indonesian govermment,

i. ©f 23 positions in present csbinet--formed personally by
Sukarno--four headed by persons with long histories of
identification with Communiet Party and frontis,

2., 1In Buksrno-dictated "National Council,” 1§ of 44 memburs
are kaown or suspected Communists,

3., B8ix persons with known Comsunist lsasings, including
Secretary-General of Party, are close personal

advisors of president,
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